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ONE FOUND SOUND ANNOUNCES 2022-2023 10th ANNIVERSARY SEASON 
 

ONE FOUND SOUND CELEBRATES ITS 10TH SEASON WITH SIGNATURE LIVE PERFORMANCES AND 
THREE WORLD PREMIERES 

  
SAN FRANCISCO, CA—One Found Sound (OFS), the San Francisco-based conductorless and democratic orchestra, is 
thrilled to announce their tenth anniversary season. This season, called “Season x,” features world premieres by Nathalie 
Joachim, recipient of the group’s Annual Commissioning Fund; Estevan Olmos, winner of their 2022 Emerging 
Composer Award; and Herbert Franklin Mells, with the performance of his Symphony No. 1, written in 1938. The 
performance of Mells’s symphony marks the launch of the group’s Herbert Franklin Mells Project, a five-year initiative 
that includes the world premiere performances and recordings of the composer’s large orchestral works written between 
1938-44. Each performance will include immersive visual experiences by filmmaker Max Savage. 
  
Tickets are available online at OneFoundSound.org. More information about the ensemble and performances available at 
OneFoundSound.org. 
 
Since its founding in 2013, OFS has challenged traditions with its forward-thinking approach to the performance of 
classical music. This exciting season features five orchestral performances and three world premieres, all presented 
without a conductor in the group’s signature, casual venues.  
 
“Ten years ago, a group of us got together to read some symphonies without a conductor,” says Sarah Bonomo, OFS co-
founder and clarinetist. “The goal of this experiment was to bring classical music to audiences and musicians in ways that 
encourage individuality, creativity, and a sense of belonging—and it worked. Since then, we have been lucky to share 
electrifying music with thousands of listeners and we can’t wait to bring even more memorable performances to our 
community throughout our special anniversary season.”  
 
The season begins with “Dream” on Saturday, Oct. 8 at the group’s home venue of Heron Arts in San Francisco’s SOMA 
district. The program includes Igor Stravinsky’s 1938 work Dumbarton Oaks; Hannah Kendall’s Vera, written in 2008 
and scored for clarinet, violin, viola, and cello, Béla Bartók’s Divertimento for Strings, and Eleanor Alberga’s Sun 
Warrior, which Alberga describes as an energy-driven depiction of the inner-self and search for light. Written in 1990, 
Sun Warrior is composed in three colorful movements: Red Dawn; Mirrors of Blue; and Golden Palace. 
  
The season continues with “Formation” on Saturday, Nov.12 at Heron Arts. This performance features the world premiere 
of Mi Cultura Lejana by Estevan Olmos, winner of One Found Sound’s 2022 Emerging Composer Award. “This piece is 
meant to evoke a sense of nostalgia and yearning for one's own “distant culture,” hence the name, Mi Cultura Lejana,” 
Olmos says. “As a U.S. born Mexican-American, I have witnessed firsthand how in the United States, Mexican culture 
slowly fades from generation to generation. My parents' grasp on Mexican culture is slightly different than my 



 

 

grandparents' which begs the question, at what point are we still Mexican? If my family traditions are lost, are we still 
Mexican?” Olmos is a student at California State University, Fresno. This concert also features Dmitri Shostakovich’s 
Chamber Symphony in C minor, Op. 110a, an arrangement of his 1960 String Quartet No. 8 in C minor, Op. 110 by 
Rudolf Barshai; Pulitzer Prize finalist Michael Gilbertson’s Graffiti: Concerto for Chamber Orchestra; and Gabriela Lena 
Frank’s Elegía Andina. 
  
OFS will celebrate the holiday season on Saturday, Dec. 10 with a special show titled “Holiday Pop Rox!” hosted by Jesse 
Barrett with special appearances by drag performers Nicki Jizz and Obsidienne Obsurd. This fun holiday show will 
feature festive pop and classical favorites.  
  
On Saturday, Mar. 4, 2023 the group will present “Horizon” at Heron Arts with Ludwig van Beethoven’s Coriolan 
Overture, Op. 62, which premiered in 1807; and Quinn Mason’s Reflection on a Memorial, which was commissioned by 
the Dallas Symphony Orchestra in 2020. “Horizon” concludes with the world premiere of Herbert Franklin Mells’s 
Symphony No. 1 in D Minor, written in 1938 in partial fulfillment of his master’s degree from Indiana University. Born in 
1908, Mells was a composer, educator and choral director, and was the second Black American man to receive a Ph.D.in 
music composition—and the first to focus on symphonic music—which he earned in 1944. Despite his own efforts, racist 
practices prevented Mells from having his orchestral works published in his lifetime. This landmark performance of his 
first symphony marks the launch of OFS’s five-year Herbert Franklin Mells Project, which includes the preparation, 
performance, and recording of Mells’s large symphonic works written between 1938 and 1944. 
  
OFS’s season concludes on May 13, 2023 with an exciting 10th Birthday Bash Gala, featuring Angélica Negrón’s What 
Keeps Me Awake; Nokuthula Ngwenyama’s Primal Message, an orchestral musing on the Arecibo interstellar radio 
message written in 2020; Ruth Gipps’s 1958 work Seascape, Op. 53 for double wind quintet, and the world premiere of a 
currently untitled orchestral work by Nathalie Joachim, the recipient of One Found Sound’s Annual Commissioning Fund. 
Joachim, a Haitian-American flutist and composer, has been hailed for being “a fresh and invigorating cross-cultural 
voice”. (The Nation). She is co-founder of the critically acclaimed urban art pop duo, Flutronix. 
  

 
ONE FOUND SOUND’S 2022-2023 SEASON AT A GLANCE 

  
 
“Dream” 
Saturday, Oct. 8, 2022, at 8 p.m. 
Heron Arts, 7 Heron Street, San Francisco, CA 94103 
  
IGOR STRAVINSKY - Concerto in E-flat major, “Dumbarton Oaks” 
HANNAH KENDALL - Vera 
BÉLA BARTÓK - Divertimento for Strings 
ELEANOR ALBERGA - Sun Warrior 
  
 
“Formation” 
Saturday, Nov. 12, 2022, at 8 p.m. 
Heron Arts, 7 Heron Street, San Francisco, CA 94103 
  
ESTEVAN OLMOS - Mi Cultura Lejana [World Premiere; Winner of One Found Sound’s 2022 Emerging Composer 
Award] 
DMITRI SHOSTAKOVICH - Chamber Symphony in C minor, Op. 110a (arr. Rudolf Barshai) 
GABRIELA LENA FRANK - Elegía Andina 
MICHAEL GILBERTSON - Graffiti: Concerto for Chamber Orchestra 
  
 
 
 



 

 

“Holiday Pop Rox!” 
Saturday, Dec. 10, 2022, at 8 p.m. 
Swedish American Hall, 2174 Market St, San Francisco, CA 94114 
  
Featuring holiday-themed classical and pop music. Hosted by Jesse Barrett with appearances by drag performers Nicki 
Jizz and Obsidienne Obsurd. 
  
 
“Horizon” 
Saturday, March 4, 2023, at 8 p.m. 
Heron Arts, 7 Heron Street, San Francisco, CA 94103 
  
LUDWIG VAN BEETHOVEN - Coriolan Overture, Op. 62 
QUINN MASON - Reflection on a Memorial 
HERBERT FRANKLIN MELLS - Symphony No. 1 in D Minor [World Premiere] 
  
  
“10th Birthday Bash Gala” 
Saturday, May 13, 2023, at 7:30 p.m. 
Heron Arts, 7 Heron Street, San Francisco, CA 94103 
  
ANGÉLICA NEGRÓN - What Keeps Me Awake 
NOKUTHULA NGWENYAMA - Primal Message 
RUTH GIPPS - Seascape, Op. 53 
NATHALIE JOACHIM – (Currently Untitled) [World Premiere; One Found Sound Commission] 
 
  
TICKET INFORMATION 
Tickets for One Found Sound’s 2022-2023 season are $25 online and available at OneFoundSound.org 
Holiday Pop Rox! are available through Swedish American Hall. Gala tickets range from $45-$125 and will go on sale 
later this season. 
 
COVID-19 HEALTH & SAFETY NOTE 
Comprehensive COVID-19 safety protocols will be announced prior to each performance. 
  
  

ARTIST & ENSEMBLE BIOS 
  
  
NATHALIE JOACHIM is a Grammy nominated flutist, composer, and vocalist. The Haitian- American artist is hailed 
for being “a fresh and invigorating cross-cultural voice”. (The Nation). She is co-founder of the critically acclaimed urban 
art pop duo, Flutronix. Upcoming world premieres include Joachim’s first ever symphonic and choral work commissioned 
by St. Louis Symphony and the In Unison Chorus; new chamber works for Roomful of Teeth and So Percussion; a youth 
education piece for Carnegie Hall’s Weill Music Institute; and a work for vocalist Pamela Z with members of Los Angeles 
Philharmonic. Joachim’s debut solo album, Fanm d’Ayiti with Spektral Quartet received a Grammy nomination for Best 
World Music Album, and 2020 saw the release of Transformation, a collaboration with students at Kaufman Music 
Center’s Special Music School High School. Joachim is a United States Artist Fellow, an Artistic Partner with the Oregon 
Symphony, and a Creative Associate at The Juilliard School. NathalieJoachim.com. 
  
  
HERBERT FRANKLIN MELLS was a composer, professor, and choral director. Born in Georgia in 1908, Mells 
received a B.S. in biology from Morehouse College before receiving his M.A. in music composition in 1938, and in 1944 
became the second Black American man to receive a Ph.D. in music composition—and the first to focus on symphonic 
music—which he earned from Iowa State University. Mells served as the music department chair at Langston University, 



 

 

Hampton Institute, and at Tennessee State University, where he held this position until his death in 1953. Mells’s 
symphonic works have yet to be published or performed in their entirety: despite the composer’s own efforts to have these 
works published in his lifetime, historian Mark Clague notes that they “were continually rejected, however, because, as 
Mells was told, there was no market for classical music written by a Black man.” Coming of age during the Harlem 
Renaissance and passing away prior to the Civil Rights Movement, “when the music of Black composers finally began to 
enter the concert hall,” historian Samuel A. Floyd notes, “Mells was not among those who received the long-deserved 
applause.” 
 
ESTEVAN OLMOS is an undergraduate music composition major at California State University, Fresno. His experience 
as a percussionist results in music that explores how rhythm can be used to subvert the listener’s expectations. Estevan 
was a finalist in the Second Annual Fresno State Art Song Competition in 2019 and won the NAFME national electronic 
composition competition in 2020. As a Mexican-American musician, Estevan Olmos aims to create a fusion between the 
traditional Mexican music he grew up with and classical music. 
 
  
  
ONE FOUND SOUND (OFS) is a democratic, collaborative orchestra at the forefront of equitable and barrier-free 
music. OFS brings live orchestral music to unique and informal venues, and by operating without a conductor or single 
artistic director, our creative vision is placed entirely in the hands of our musicians. One Found Sound champions music 
that reflects and resonates with our community and is dedicated to supporting the creation of new music by diverse 
peoples. 
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